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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43to. l(a)0> with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION l . t . . . . 
If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be ^^Je , f 

that written opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited I to i submit to the 
iPPA a written reolv together where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date ot 
malimg 0" PCT/SS or before fhe expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


IEI 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


□ 


Box No. Vm 



3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Form PCT/ISA/237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 



PCT/IL04/01110 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language , 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 



| I a sequence listing 

| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 



b. 



format of material 




I | in written format 




in computer readable form 



c. 



time of filing/furnishing 

| | contained in international application as filed. 

|~| filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 




furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. ■ 




filed or furnished, the required statements tnat tne lniormauon m mc ^u^ w, 

the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were 



4. Additional comments: 
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PCT/IL04/01 1 10 



Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1, The questions whether the claimed inve ntion appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

| | the entire international application 
claims Nos. 14-17 




because: 

[ | the said international application, or the said claim Nos. _ 
require an international preliminary examination (specify)'. 



relate to the following subject matter which does not 



me description, claims or drawings (indicate particular element, or said claims Nos. 14^7 are so unc.ear that no 

meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

Claims 14-17 will not be examined under PCT Rule 6.4(a) because they are multiple dependent churns which 
improperly are dependent upon at least one other multiple dependent claim. 



| j the claims, or said claims Nos. 
be formed. 



are so 



inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion could 



□ no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequent* listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions in that: j j 

has not been furnished 
does not comply with the standard 
has not been furnished 
does not comply with the standard 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



n the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply 
U S^Sri requirements provided for in Annex W of the Administrate Instructs. 

[ | See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 Ws.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-13 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 9 



Claims 1-8 AND 10-13 



YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-13 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1-8 and 10-13 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Lauer ^patent ^^VV^^ 
SfpmV 099 733 Lauer discloses water being purified by a membrane, to remove sparingly soluble salts (column 3, line 65) and 

ohfc. 2, 11 and 13. Haney nla. a*. oonoo, o, now '^tKSHSiZ. ESXg"of urn 
column 13 linos 53-53, catailuiion ot salt/mineral ooncoauiaoons (column 15, line 48 anil column 10, lines o iia a 
couenraions lo doecminu liming of badewnshing «i column 5 l.nus <?-54 

SSS S ^rSS:— are inherently removed, since they a. 
constituent of dirt. reduction of flow rates through the membranes at cohtmr ,3 Unes 42-43. 

Re|ardini claim 8. chemicals such as antiscalants are added by Lauer at column 8, lutes 28-29. 

♦ T>f"* , T Arti/»ii» ^lf2,Y-f3^ because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a process for 
precipitated therein with solids and liquids being separated. 

Claims 1-13 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 
can be made or used in the water treatment and ocean water desalination industry. 
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